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October Meeting

REPORT ON FIRST ANNUAL

SUPERSTI T QV  BASH
AN UNIQUE COMMUNITY EVENT

CONDUCTED BY:
THE ASSOCIATION FOR RATIONAL
THOUGHT (ART)
AND THE FREE INQUIRY GROUP, INC. (FIG)

This year, 2000 C.E., in the month of October,
Friday the 13" occurred on Friday. It doesn’t always work
that way. Sometimes Friday the 13" happens on Thursdays,
Saturdays, or some such, but in the month that contained
Halloween 2000, Friday the 13" obligingly decided to beon
Friday. This was done so we could have our First Annual
“Superstition Bash.”

Our first what?

Super stition: any belief, based on fear or ignorance, that is
inconsistent with the known laws of science or with what is
generally considered in the particular society as true and
rational; esp., such a belief in charms, omens, the
supernatural, etc. Webster.
Bash: to attack or abuse, as with blows or with words;
[Sang] a gala event or party Webster.

(Cont. Pg 6)

November Meeting

Rootsof Rationalityor
O dthe Chi nesel nvent Rational i ty?

At t he Novenber nenbershi pneeting, ART.
nenfoer s becane cheer ful gui neapi gsfor Mchael Barnes,
longtine A RT. nenfoer and prof essor of rel i giousstud es
at thelhi versityof Dayton. Theexperinent wasal ecture
based on M chael ’ s recent book, 77e S ages of Thought,
vhi chheurged| i stenersnot tobuy becausei t costs $45and
islardedfront toback w thacadem c ar gunent and
footnotes. Hesuggest sinsteadhi stextbook, /ntheA eserce
of Mistery: Anlntroductiontothe &ory of Hinan
R 7 g ausness, apaper back wi tteni nnouich nore accessi bl e
| anguage.

Thegod of Sagesof Thaugr'ti stodeferdrationdity
andi ts noder nversi on, thesci entificnethod, asthebest
net hodt ouset od scover whi chi deasabout red ityaretrue.
M chael i s al soconcernedtoshowt hat Vést ern Europei s
not theonlypl acerational thi nki ngdevel oped. Hepresents
evi dence supportingthenotionthat rationa thi nki nghas
been devel opedby nany ci vi | i zati ons. Heconcedesthat hi s
thesisis“anitious,” anopi ni onshared by nany of hi s
col | eagues andcri tics, and happi |yl ooksforwardtot he
accunul ati onaof evi dence, vhether it supportshistheoryor
.

(rereasonhi stheory neet sresi stance, hesays, i s
that nany peopl earereal lyirritatedby sci ence. Many
academncandprafessiond relig ouspeod eareirritat edt hat
nost religiousbel i efscanbecal | edi ntoquesti onfromhe
sci entificperspective Reopl eded cat edt onewagebd i ef sof
al sortsa soarelikelytobeirritatedbythesuccess of
sci encei nexpl ainingtherea world. Gamngthat thereare
twoki nds of peopl e, thosevihot hi nksci entifical | yandt hose
vwhodon't i stooeasy. Mt religious peopl eappl yrati onal
t hi nki ng net hods t o ever yday pr obl ens. And phi | osopher s,
whothinkrational Iy, but don’t bot her tochecktheir
concl usi ons agai st theevi dence, don't fit i neither category.

(Cont. Pg 8)
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Comments Corner......
Pass t he NERVALRA, pl ease.

Joseph Rodes Buchanan was al r eady an aut hor when he
took uphi steachi ngof Fhysi d ogy, Mdi ci ne, and Juri sprudence
a thekclecticMd ca Institutein1846. Hs @¢//nesof Lectures
onthe Neurol ogi cal Syst emof Ant hropol ogy. .. had been
publ i shedi nLoui svil | ei n 1842 when gr aduat ed f romnedi cal school . F omil842
to1846hetravel edgi vi ngl ect ures onhi s newsyst erm‘ Ant hr opol ogy, ” and gi vi ng
denonst rat i ons of “Psychonetry, ” one of the sci encesi ncl udedi nt he system
Buchanan' s di scoveriesborenorel ati ontothel ater fi el dswhi chpi ckedupthe
terns At hropol ogy, and Psychonet ry t odescri bethe*“study of nan” and nent al
tegirg

Buchanan exhi bi t eda st age act desi gned“not topresent theoriesbut to
oeliver facts.” Sohecl a ned, and“| yi e dtoeveryonetheprivi | egeof reasoni ng
upont hefact s accordi ngtohi s own phi | osophy. . .” Heacknow edgedt hat sone
“deni edt he newer and pr of ounder trut hs andevencl ai nedt hat t he experi nents
werefanci full or evendeceptive.” H s audi encewas usual | y acommttee of
journalists, | eadingcitizens, andat herswhowoul dgi ve hi rmaxi numpubl i city
andcredibility. Thi swasanaccept edway of deal i ngw t hnewcl ai nsinAnerica
duringthefirst hal f of thelthcertury.

Lets| ook at thefacts as Buchanan present s themi nhi s BAychonerry.
Buchanan st untol ed onthe i deai nconversati onw th B shop Pol k, later a
Orfederategenera . R kstatedthat hissensibiliti esweresoacutethat hecod d
recogni zedifferent netal sbytheir taste, ashehel dthem nhi shand. Hetasted
dfferent offensivenetal licflavorswenhetouchedbrass, iron, gol d, silver.
Phr enol ogy showed t hat t he bunp over hi s organof external sensibilitieswas
unconmonl y wel | devel oped. Buchanant est ed nany peopl e “experinental |y’ to
seeif thisabilitywaswdelyshared. These experi nents showedt he power was
qui teconmon.  Bvery subst ance possessi ngadeci dedt ast evas abl et ot ransnit
itsinfluencetothesystem Sugar, salt, pepper, acids, nadesodi stinct an
i npressi ont hat they coul dbe naned. Thefl avor was recogni zedasi f snal |
quarti ti es hadbeengradual | yi ntroducedi nt ot henaut hi nst ead of bei nghel di nthe
hand.

“Thenunber of i ndi vidud swththisacuesensibilityisvariad e greater
i nvarmcl i nat esthancol d, but onefourthtoone hal f of thewhol e popul ati on
di spl ay thi s newpower. Inthebest pl aces nental cul tivation, refinenent, a
ner vo- sangui neous t enper anent showed, and ageneral predon nance of nor al
andintel lectua organs.” V| it’ sclear, that Buchananwas not tryi ngt osuggest
or prodany cooperationfromhisayects. 1’11 bet that eventheuncul tivated, the
inmoral andtheunrefi nedrenentoeredgettingal | of theanswerscorrect.

“1 have proved, by experinent, that the passagedf nervousi nfl uence, or
“Nervaurd’, or gal vani c, or el ectriccurrent, or other i nponderabl efl ui ds,
passi ngt hroughasubst ancew | | transnit itsinfl uencei ntotheconstitution.”

Qicharethe“facts” that Ir. Buchananpresents. Hscla ns areal vays
positiveandhighl ydetail ed, inawaythat remnds ne of t he nessages t hat
psychi cs get fromt he deceased. Mracl esareconfirnedintestinoni al after
testinonia . Qriousisn'tit? Gul dtherebesensorycluesor | eakage? Qurel y
observerswou dn't usethed fferencei ndensi tytod stingui shnetd s?Gul dsa t,
pepper andsugar “feel ” different i nthei r paper envel opes? Furt her tal es of ot her
phrenonagnet i ¢ experinentsw I | be present ed next nont h.
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Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

ErthRport 2000 RVisiting
theTrreSaed theH aet
edi tedby Fonal dBai | ey
(NewYork: MG awH I, 2000)

The soft cover of thisvol uneassures usthat we
shal | be“RvisitingtheTrueSateof theH anet” andt hat
thisisaprgect of the“*npetitiveBterpriselnstitute.”
The back cover pronises t o debunk nany of thescientific
adstatisticd mthsregard ngthep anet’ sfitnessfar fuure
generations. Inother words, not toworry, theearth
envi ronnent i singoodshape. Bai | ey hi nsel f andt he ot her
witersarefor thenost part sci encejournalists, though
sonear evor ki ngsci enti sts.

Thisisclearlyanoptimsticvi ewof thegl obal
envi ronnent, a book t hat downpl ays t he probl ens of
over popul ation, gl obal warning, envi ronnental pol | uti on
andtoxi ns, depl eti onof narinefi sheri esresources, energy
producti on, soil and | and degradati on, and speci es
extinctions. Thewitersseethesd utionstoa | renai ning
probl ens asfreeenterprise, opennarkets, andprivate
property, whi chwere, nodoubt, directly endowned by Gd.
Takethese descri pti ons as caveats, not asanattenpt to
deridethebook. It isathougntfu book, anal ternat evi enof
t he envi ronnent al di | ermas confrontingus, well worth
read ngfor i tsreasonedd ssert.

Let nel ook at the subj ect of clinati cwarming, a
chapter wittenbyaworki ngnet eorol ogi st. Sonefacts of
clinmateareagreedby al | observers. Average gl obal
t enper at ur es havei ncr eased by one degree Falhrenhei t i nthe
courseof thiscentury. Mst of thisincrease cane bet ween
1910 and 1940 and agai n af t er 1960. Bet ween 1940 and
1960 gl obal tenperat ures decreased. Theni netieswerethe
war nest decade si nce t he begi nni ng of records. S nce
noni tori ng begani n 1958, the Q] concentrationsinthe
at nespher e have i ncreased f romabout 320t 0360 ppm Thi s
gesis, honever, responsi bl ef or onl y about 22 per cent of the
surfacewar mng ef fect of t he at nosphere. The |l ar gest
effect, 62percent, conesfromwat er vapor; therest from
nnor const i t uent at naspheri ¢ gases.

Itisbynoneansclear thet dl theincreasein@is
hunan i nduced, and even t hen hownuch cones from
burni ngfossil fuel sandhownuch fromdest ructi on of
forests, nostlyinthetropics. Ineither casethetotal Q)
rel eesedby hunanactivitiesisaverysnall part, | essthat
onepercent of carboncircu ati ngi ntheat nasphere. Not d |

of t he carbon cycl e has been account edf or i nresearch,
whi ch neans we don’ t knowwher e sone of t he car bon
vert .

Thedirepredictionsof extreneclinatewar nng
depend on conput er si nul ations of gl obal clinate, andon
theval ues assi gnedtofeedback effects. | f tenperat ures
i ncrease, norevater vapor wll enter theair. Bit that a so
neans norerai nfal | and nor e ¢l ouds, bot h of whi ch can
havecod i ngeffects. Sotheanswersarenct fina . The book
nakes nuch of thefact that conputer estinatesof future
cl i nat e war ni ng have decr eased over t he past decade as
nor e preci se nodel s becaneavai l abl e. Nor, if thebookis
t o be bel i eved, does cl i nat e war ni ng guar ant ee wor se
rather thanbetter conditi onsfor nost of thepl anet. Sone
parts of Ganadaand Russiaw || benefit fromawarning
clinate ThelhitedSates, however, wll al nost certainy
w | receivel essra nfal | andbeconedryer.

The chapter onvorl dfi sheriesadmtsthat nany of
thevor!l dsnari nefi shstocks aredep et ed, andwor se show
no si gns of recovery. Despitethisdeteriorationof the
resource, g obal fishproducti onhasincreasedandi s now
about si xtineswhat it vasin1950. Further, per capitafish
consunpt i on of anuch| arger hunan popul at i on has been
andisincreasing. Al of whi chdoes not soundreal 'y
possi bl e. Twothingsnakeit reality. The cat chand use of
fi shspeci esnat hunt edi nthepast, andwhi chconsequernt |y
arenot yet depl eted. Mist of the change, however, cones
fromaguacul ture, therai singof ani nal s under far mand
ranchcondi tions, e ther incagesintheoceanor ininl and
ponds. Theauthorsseethi sastheshapecof thefuture, i.e
just l et freeenterpri setakeitsway, andweneednot vorry
about adequat e suppl i es of fi shfor hunan consunpt i on.

I'tisabookwel | worthreadi ng, but keept he shaker
handyfor thet skeptica grainodf sa't.

—\l f Roder

Arxi et Wsterres
by Pet er Janes and N ck Thor pe
(NewYork: Bal | anti ne Books, 1999)

Thi svol unei s very nuchli ke our Aok of B urbs
witlarge Bythisl neanit isalist or encycl opedi aof
nysti cal topi cs, eachexanmnedrati onal | yandexpl ai nedas
anatura phenonenon. It i s by noneans exhausti ve, wi ch
| doubt woul d be possi bl ei nany case. Nosi ngl e book, no
singelifetine cancotenpl ateortreat d | thesilly, wong,
m sgui ded stori es peopl etel | eachother. The booki s
dividedintoeight chapters or topics, eachwthan
introducti onandfour or fiveindividual stories. Itis
di sti ngui shedfromour B urbsinthat sonedf thesestori es,
or at | east partsof them provetobetrue.
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Janesand Tharpewiteof | ost | ands or pl aces whi ch
werestruckincat astrophes. Hretheyretd| theever popd ar
storyof Alantis, reviewthenythof Sodom and exanine
theriseandfad | of theMyacivilizationof Gatra Anwerica
I nast ronony t hey consi der vari ous negal i t hi ¢ nonunent s
i ncl udi ng S onehenge, anddon’t forget the Sar of
Bet hl ehem The pyrannds, t he Sohi nx, the Sout h Aneri can
rui ns of Ti ahuanaco, andthe Easter | sl andstoneheadsfal |
under therubricof architectural wonders. Under earth
pat t erns t he aut hor s consi der suchi nponder abl es as t he
Gastonbury Siral, the Sonerset Zodi ac, andof coursethe
Nazca Li nes.

Hstoryisfu |l of narvel ousj our neys and voyages,
especi al | ythose of t he Fhoeni ci ansaround Arica. But the
strangest ared | thearriva sin/nerica, nat | east that of the
ancest ors of Anericanlndi ans. A soconsi deredarethe
travel sof theM ki ngs, of theVdl sh, of Aricans, andwho
ever el se cane bef ore @l unbus. Vi rdfi gures of nysti cal
hi story i ncl ude K ng Art hur and of cour se Robi n Hbod, and
nmany ot hers. Many fi nds wer e consi der ed hoaxes,
Schl i enann’ s Troy, the Dead Sea Scrol |'s, and event he
recent naninthei cedf theBuropeanA ps. Thefind chapter
deal sw t hsone questi ons of the supernatural , Here Edgar
Cayce i s exam ned and t he Qur se of Tutankhamuni s
consi dered

Each one of t he speci fi ctopicsisexamnedfrom
nany si des, andt he aut hors endeavor t o peel anay t he
confusi ngand| egendarytol ay barethetrue, or t he perhaps
or possiblytruekerne of thestory. nthewhd e, or asfar
as ny know edge r eaches, t he aut hor s appear t o have st uck
tothefactual . At tinesthey have perhaps gi ven nore
credencetothepossi bl eor doubtful thanl woul dhave, but
they donaketheuncertai ntiesclear. Theintroducti onto
each of the secti ons provi de an overvi ewand aweal t h of
factsonthetopi cover al |, aswel |l as nenti oni ng nany
nysteri eswhi chcoul dnaot betreatedat | ength.

The aut hor s acknow edge al i st of expertswhohave
answeredt hei r questi ons and hel pedt hemfi ndfact s and
expl anati ons. Anat her i ndi cati onof theseri ousness of the
resear ch ar e nany pages of bi bl i ography oneacht opic.
Wi | ethesew || nat guarant eeaccuracy of theaut hors, they
enddl etheskepti ctofad | omuponany sulj ect not adequat el y
covered

Thebook i s generousl yillustratedwthbl ack and
whi t e phot ogr aphs and pen dr aw ngs. These pi ct ures ar e of
great hel ptothereader, becausetheyaregeneral lytothe
poi nt, showt het hi ngunder di scussi on, andt hus hel p our
under st andi nghowr eal i ty coul dbenisi nt er pret ed.

Thi sisdefinitelyabookworth keepi ng on any
skepti csref erenceshd f.

—\%l f Roder

Lettersto the
Editor...

TQ Karen Sanpl es,
sanpl es@nqui rer. com( 11 Qct ober 2000)

Karen —

Thanks for the great col um. Sooften, nedi a
cover age of skepticsi sl eaden—probabl y because, aswth
goodsci enti sts, goodskepti csarecauti ouswvheni nt ervi eved
and consci ent i ous about getti ngthefactsstrai ght (yeah,
Oetails, details). Asaresult wefindoursel vesdepi ctedas
hunor - i npai red, di smssive, di s-believers. Your w se-
cracki ngstyl ei sactual | ynorecharact eri sti cof wiat we're
I'i kewvhennot worri edabout of fendi ng anybody.

Howt he heck di d you hear about us? Innyrol eas
nenoer shi pchai r, |” mal ways real curious anddel i ghted
whenpeopl eautsi dethegerera circl eof friends-of -friends-
of-friends popupwthaninterest i nwhat we' reupto.

Howt he A&ckdi dyoul and and keepajob at the
BEnqui rer ? @l unms about nush par adi ngas aref utati on of
evol uti on; comnment st hat Adans Gount y school yar ds are
begi nni ngt oresentl e graveyardsi nt he nane of educat i on;
devast ati ngl y accurat e observati onsabout Ir. Laura sfans
—you reterrific! Buit saooout of character for theBnquirer!
| supposelinntingyour identitytothat of “Kycol ummi st”,
hel ps danpen your i npact .

Thanks agai n,

- - Brad Bonham ART Menber shi p Chai r

Kar en Sanpl es Answer :

Thanks for witing! | knewt he skepticswoul dt ake
ny w secracki nginthespirit it wasint ended.

I knowabout your groups t hr ough Ed Kagi 0’ s run
for thestate Senatehere. | woteacol unmabout that, and
then| suddenl y was recei vi ngthe H Gnewsl etters. n
Mbnday ni ght | was scranl i ng f or a Viédnesday col unm and
happenedt oread about t he bash.

Thanks agai nfor witing. It’sal waysgoodto hear
f eedback on col unms. The Enhqui rer edi t or s seent o enj oy
what |’ ndoi nglatel y- our executi veed tor arrivedherel ast
year from@ ifornia, andhe’ sl ovingit.

-- Karen Sanpl es
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| renenber Seve Al en

Inadditiontothe 707 g'r Soow novel s, pl ays, poetry, and hundreds of songs, S eve
Alen(1921-2000) was oneof theVdr| d sl eadi ngskepti cs, hunani sts, and advocat es
of critica thinking Heservedusas@-CGair of the@unci| for Mdialntegrity, ad
gave generousl y fromhi s achi evenent and good f ort une. He has been descri bed as a
true Renai ssance nan, whonot only coul ddoeverythingbut doit wel | and nakeit

| ook easy.

BackinthefiftieswenSeve Al eni nventedtheni gt showl d dn't ownate evi si on.
| vasintheservi ceandl at er ast udent and graduat e st udent wen noney di dnot run °
toTVnor didinterest. M strongest tel evisionnenory of SeveAlenisthe Meat/ng
of t he M nas programon PBSi n 1976. Here Sai nt Thonas Aqui nas net Galil eoto
thrashout whet her know edge nust be pur suedi ndependent | y of thed ogi cal strictures
andwhet her it was possi bl efor sci encetocontradi ct reli g on. These and nany nore
I ssuesweredebat edby historical figuresontheprogram Al was sai di ntheact ual

wittenwordsof theprotagonists. | renentoer thi nki ngwhat an enor nous r esear ch
pro ect that nust have been, andast oni shedthat S evehaddonenost of it hinsel f.

o/

.m.

| net SeveAlenat theinaugurati onof theCnter for I nquirybui | d ng, werehewas
an honor ed and | eadi ng guest. ne of t he hi gh poi nt s of t he cer enoni es was a
per f or nance by S eve Al en. Heentertai ned us by answeri ng quest i ons we had
submttedoncards. Al hisreplieswereconpl ete ywthout preparation, adlib, full
of hunor, andrepl et e of w sdomas wel | . Thi s nan seened t 0 knowever yt hi ng.

SeveAl enpubl i shed norethan50books. Hewateonagreat vari ety of topi cs, on
education, onCi na, onthefarmmorkers’ stri ke, onsl eazeandvi d encei nthened a,
andontheB ble. Hstitlesruntheal phabet fromsongs A audthieVar/ad'topoetry
Wy ontheRcks. Heal sowotenysteries. | thinkl havereadal | fiveof Seve's ®
wioari' ts. Tneyarewel | witten, theyturnonhi sownlifeandexperi ences onstage
andscreen, areful |l of surprisesandcanho dthei r omnwththecurrent nasters of
suspense. | woul dreconmendthentoal | nystery fans.

.\./\./\0/\./W\0/\./0
.m.

Vol f Roder
D g Vare N e N e e e e e ey ya S
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Superstition Bash From page 1...

Yes, it was decided to have a gala event, a party, to
attack or abuse—not with blows really, more with words and
cute behavior—some of the beliefsbased on fear or ignorance
that are inconsistent with the known laws of science or with
what is generally considered as true and rational.

Whose beliefs? Superstitious people’s superstitious
beliefs, that's what. Like Friday the 13". Many people think
13 is an “unlucky” number. And they think Friday is a
generally unlucky day. Put them together, and you get Friday
the 13" and they seethat particular combination asmaking for
an extra unlucky day. Here's why. Friday was the day Jesus
was crucified, and 13 is the number of Jesus' apostles (12)
plus Judas (1) who betrayed Jesus and caused him to be
crucified on Friday. Hence, Friday the 13" has, for centuries,
been considered by some as an unlucky day. Many buildings
don't have rooms, or even floors, that bare the number 13.
Don't believe it? Check out office, hospital, and hotel
buildings. You will observe that many of them do not have
roomsor suites, or floors, numbered 13. The numbersgo from
12 to 14. And now you know why.

So that's why we chose Friday the 13" for our
Superstition Bash. Thefact that it was so close to Halloween,
when lots and lots of superstitious things are believed, or
done, or acted out infun, only madeit abetter timefor usto do
it.

For who to do it? Oh, yes. Thisfirst ever event of its
type in the Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky area was aso
the historic first ever collaborative joint project by and
between the membersof the Association for Rational Thought
(ART), a skeptic organization, and the members of the Free
Inquiry Group, Inc. (FIG), a secular humanist organization.
And awonderful success it was indeed! So many people did
such hard and good work on the event, and so many fine
creative costumes and exhibitswere presented that, for fear of
overlooking someone, only one person will be herein named.
Andthat personisDonnal oughry, who served as chairperson
of thisFall Happening. Donnaisamember of both groups, and
she must be credited for the skill employed in whipping the
whole thing together with creativity, hard work, and
determinism.

It should be noted that a number of the folks who
contributed their time and energy to become involved in
making this affair the success it was are members of both
groups, whereas othersare membersof only oneor the other of
the two groups. What isimportant is that members of both of
these two groups worked together on the planning committee
for the Bash, thedoing of the project itself makingitirrelevant
if onewasfrom ART or FIG or paid the membership duesto
both.

The event was held at St. John’s Unitarian Churchin
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Cincinnati. For our first experimental year, only adultswere
invited. The poor eager, curious little children were left
home thistime. But we wanted to see how things would go,
and whether it would be suitable for young people. Perhaps
next year they can attend, for it was indeed educational and
it wasindeed fun. And there was|ots of good food to eat, all
arranged by members of our joint bash committee.

Therewere displaysand askit, and scary Halloween
type things and other generaly silly superstitious stuff, like
witches crashing into doors, and abat whosellittle eyeslit up
flying around in circlesin the room. And there were crysta
balls, and Ouija boards, and black cats crossing people's
paths, and ladders to walk under, and mirrors to break, and
salt to throw over one’ sleft shoulder, and wood to knock on,
and Tarot cardsto read, and fortunetelling, and scary sounds
of hauntings and such playing, and talking skulls, and
severed heads and hands, and gravestones, and lotsof printed
explanations of various superstitions. And there was a
splendid witch’s brew punch that boiled and bubbled and
sent foggy stuff cascading down thetable, whilefog creptin
on little cat feet across the room and scuttled off into the
trees.

The aforementioned Donna gave a learned talk on
the origins and history of many various superstitions. Her
scholarship generated a lively question and answer
discussion.

Did we speak of the costumes? Ah, the costumes.
Therewasatooth fairy (female), and an Aladdin, and ablack
cat, and agypsy, and afortuneteller, and even the horrifying
apparition of a person disguised as Edwin Kagin, in native
outdoor garb with spear and war paint, holding with
satisfaction a canned “Ham.”

Some attendees were not aware of some of the
superstitions represented, and that may be a good thing.
People no longer believe, or even know of, certain beliefs
that once terrified our ancestors. But let us not feel so smug.
Buildings are still being built without floors numbered 13.

And guesswhat? Thisyear’ sFriday the 13" actually
proved quite lucky for the members of ART and FIG. If
Friday the 13" is really an unlucky day, shouldn’t it be
unlucky for everyone? -- Edwin Kagin
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Sidalittled dladynanedRurity,
Wio had bet onanai denfuturity,
“No, | won't havetoborrow
For t he check cones t onor r ow /
Thank heavensfor Soci a Security!”
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Pictures from the Superstition Bash!

Forty Fortunes

Many Thanksto Edwin Kagin
for these and many other digital pictures!
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InDe-Nleof Death?

(From ww S ats. org)

The For d/ FH rest one vehi ¢l e debacl e, | eadingto
congressi onal heari ngs and shaken consungr conf i dence,
rai ses | egi ti nat e concerns over UShi ghway saf ety.
Anericans suffer about fortytofiftythousandtraffic
fatalities per year, hal f of themi nvol vi ngal cohol .
Notw t hstand ngthetragedy of avoi dabl etraffi cdeathsfrom
product failure itisstill varthnotingtherd ati vestand ng
of the Bwhenit conestotheissueof hi ghway saf ety.
Bel owi s agraph fromt he nost recent i ssue of Sarethe
nagazi ne of the U5 at e Depart nent :

[l — - . - —
=0 — Pheibis e 100 Mo kilemeters [riven
i omy Wl RTEs)

= EI'EI
—— kol L1

Egyvpt K epyi H-ulu Arls l. EFTIEIY |'|ll|]:|.||.d u n].lr-l
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Roots of Rationality From page 1...

Therearenany current criticisnsof scientific
net hods. Fhi | osophers ¢l ai nthat sci enti fi ¢ net hods ar e so
open-endedandful | of alternativesthat they are usel ess.
Qhers say sci encei s aset of practi ces based onl ocal
pre udi ces, or that thecl assi fi cati onnet hods used by sci ence
arearbitraryanddonat reflect redity. Aother criticism s
that al t houghsci encecantest evi dence, t heevi dence chosen
depends onthecul tureof thesci enti st, thusdistortingthe
concl usi ons drawn f romt he evi dence. Sone cl ai mt hat
sci ence uses o ecti vel ogi ctotheexcl usi onof subj ective
i nsi ght. Qhersattack net hods of fundi ngscienceandits
godlicati ontoather aress. It i sa soarguedt hat sci encei snat
theonl yva i dnet hod of di scoveringtruth.

Brenthecenturywhi chgavebirthtothescientific
nethodhasfallenintodi srepute. Theei ghteenthcentury
Eur opean Enl i ght ennent has i n acaden ¢ ci r ¢l es becone
anat hena. Scienceandideal sof |iberty, equalityand
fraternity have beenforgotteninarushtovi ewthe
Enl i ght ennent asatinethat gaverisetocol onialism cold
o ectivityandthebe i ef that Vilsterncul tureissuperior to
ahercutues.

Qethingcerta nlytrueabout sci enceisthat a t hough
itisprettygoodat provingfact or instrunental claing, itis
poor at provi ngval uecl ai ns. A so, sci ence nakes senseonly
tothosewoarew!|ingtooperateontheassunpti ont hat you8

and| andtherest of thevorl dreal | ydoexi st. Thestrongest
def ensedf sci encei sitsstumi ngeffecti venessi nproduci ng
i deasthat mght aswel | betruebecauset hey work sovel |
inpredi cting, expl a ni ng, andnanagi ngthenatura vorl d.

Thei deathat Mchael woul dli ke nost tosvanpi s
thenotionthat onlythe Vst ernenl i ght ennent produced
rational thinking. Hscontentionisthat it occurredal soin
Chi na, Indi a, Geece, andot her pl aces andi s possi bl e
vher ever cul tural devel opnent s provi de t he gr oundvor k
foritsgonh

Crtainyrationd thought vasnot aneasy, nat ura
devel opnent for hunanbei ngs. Qur foragi ng f or ebear s out
onthetrai | 35, 000years ago nay have brought | ogi ctobear
onsignsof their prey, judgi nghowl ongagoanani nal had
passed by obser vi ng howf reshrecent droppi ngs seenedt o
be. Bit it vasnat until nuchl ater, af ter hunanbel ngs had
devel oped agri cul tureandtrade, that they beganto
enunerat erul esfor howtothink |l ogical |l yandbeganto
thi nk about t hi nki ng. A thoughi ndi vi dual s nay have done
soontheir ownbefore, it wasnot until about thesixth
century BCEt hat this ki nd of thinking becane
institutiona i zedandhi ghl y val ued by hunancul tures. The
phi | osopher Karl Jasperscal | edthi speriodthe“axi a age’
because het hought it was best under st oodas t he axi s ar ound
vhi chal | of historyrevd ved.

Recent archedl ogi cal wor k descri bestheevd ution
of witing, akey el enent requiredfor | ogi cal thought.
Lhl i ke | anguage, whi chal | cul t ures seemt o devel op,
witingisararedeve opnent, apparentlyverydifficut for
hunan bei ngs. |1t s devel opnent anongt he Suner, anci ent
Ndd e Easterntraders, t ook about 600 years.

The archeol ogi cal evi dence suggeststhat inthe
caseof witing, necessitywas onceagai nthe not her of
i nvention. Suneri antraders neededasecurevaytorecord
tradi ngcontract ssothey cou dtel | wiensonerapscal | i on
vas shortingthem It appearsthat they hit onthei deaof
puttingsnal | clayfigurinesaof their cattl einsnal | bags
sed edwthwax. Yearsandyearslater, theyfoundabetter
net hod, seal i ngthefigurinesinsi deacl ay boxwhi chcoul d
bebrokentoverifythecontract.

(nce t he cl ay boxes wer e seal ed, t hey beganto
lookalot alike Brentuallythis probl emwas sol ved by
putti ngnarks ontheout si dedf theboxtoi nd cat evhat vas
init. Years| ater theSuneri ans deci dedt hey cou ddi spense
wththefigurinesandt he boxes and use onl y t he narks on
the out si de of the boxes. S xlongcenturiesafter the
devel opnent of t hewax- seal edbags, cl aytabl et s appear ed
andthefirst witing, theearliest abstract i nfornation
st orage devi ce. Hiunan bei ngs werenol onger |init ed by
their nenorytoshort fod ktal es, but cou dstorel ongepi cs
withwldyinvo vedpl ots. Gcewitinghadappeared, it
spreadrapi d ytoEgypt andot her Mdd e Easterncul tures
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injust afewhundred years. Chi na may have
devel oped writing separately.

Theabilitytostorewordsandt husi deaswas anaj or
leapfor thinking, but it wasal ongti ne bef or e hunanbei ngs
begantousewitingfor rati onal thinki ng. Hinan bei ngs
wereabl etoreadandwitetwthousand years bef orethe
axi a age. Recent arched ogi cal researchsuggeststhat | ong
epi cs once t hought t 0 have been nenor i zed and handed down
asoral traditions nowappear t o have been handed downi n
wittenform Qiceit wasthought that thelcel andi c epi cs
were oral traditions, but evidence of the use
of witingfor other purposes duringthetinme
t he epi cs wer e devel opi ng suggests t hat t hey
nay have beenwritten. Honeri ¢ nyt hs devel opedduringt he
e ght hcentury BBE, whenwriti ngwas avai | abl e.

The devel opnent of witingisoneof thenajor
turningpa ntsincu turethat contri butetot hedeve opnent of
rational thinki ng. Understandi ngsuchdevel opnentsisa
naj or focusof Mchael ' swork. Heisal soi nterestedi nwhat
the st udy of cogni ti vedevel opnent i ntheindivi dual cantd |
hi mabout t he devel opnent of rati onal thinki ng. The Sai ss
psychol ogi st H aget’ s st ages of cogni ti ve devel opnent
provi deausef ul franework. Uptoabout agetwo, accordi ng
toH aget, whoobservedchil drenandrecordedthei r acti ons
neti cul ously, chil drengiveevi denceof wat H aget calls
sensory notor thi nki ng. FFonmtwotosix, childrenareina
pre-operational periodcharacterizedbyaninabilityto
di stingui shfact fromfancy, or truthfromfal sehood.
Bet ween seven and el even, chil dren begi nto use
concr et e oper ati onal thought, and after el even
gradual | y acqui re formal operational, rational
thought. It is only after age 20 that hunan
beings acquire late fornmal operational

s N\

WANTED! ! |
U gent | y Needed!

Menber willingtogive ART. about one
hour a nont h f romSept enfber toJune. Thejobisto
get i nformati on about upconi ng neeti ngs from
Br ad Bonhamand send the i nformationtothe
Bnuirer, the Aost, and dty Reat. These neeting
announcenent s areour only | ocal publicity. They
nay be sent by nai |, e-nai | or fax. The net hod f or
doi ngthisisalready set upandreadytogo, inthe
Rubl i ci ty Gordi nat or’ s not ebook.

Vol unt eer now
Cal |l or e-mai | Roy Auerbach, 731-2774, or

raa@inci.rr.com
\ J

thought, the ability to check one’'s own
thinkingandthinkcritically.

Nornal adul t s usethenet hods of thinkinginal | of
Haget’'sstagesat once, but it isworthnotingthat while
adequat e parentingi s enought opropel achil dthrought he
first threestages, thel ast tworequirefornal schoding S
theindi vi dual ' s cogni ti ve devel opnent i st osoneext ent
dependent upon the devel opment of her
cul ture.

When | anguage was first devel oped,
hunan bei ngs begantellingtal es and were abl e
t o use concr et e oper ati onal thought, everyday
comon sense. When the ability to read and
wite devel oped, conplicatedplots fol | owed.
Eventual | y nore el aborate fornal schooling
was required, structuring peopl e s t hought
throughwittenrecords, el aborate systens of
classifications, charts, naps, instructions,
| aws and mat h. One of t he essential things
| earned i n such schoolingistheabilityto
t hi nk abstractly. Research aski ng conpet ent
unschool ed and conpet ent school ed i ndi vi dual s
toarrangetool s and naterial s foundthat the
unschool ed arranged the itens as they are
used, the sawand axe wi tht he wood. School ed
subj ects arranged the itens in abstract
categories, puttingthe sawand axe t oget her
in a tools category, and wood with ot her
naterial s.

Oevaytol ookat cultura devel opnent i stod vide
cul tures by naj or changesinthe cul ture. The ol dest
foragingor huntingandgatheringcul tures arecal | ed
prinitiveor pal edithic. They devel opedabout 35, 000years
ago. Goupsthat haveachi evedagri cul turebut not witing
areca ledarchai cor nedithic. Gassiccuturesach eved
trade, |iteracy and bureaucracy, begi nni ng about 5000
BCE The nodernscientific-industrial age, whenthe
scientificthinki ngandthe devel opnent of i ndustry
occur r ed began about 1600 CE

Qceacu turehasreachedthecl assi cstage, wth
| anguage, |iteracy andeducati on, peopl e beconeabl eto
thinkinterns of onesingl eul ti nat e sonet hi ngthat woul d
gi ve t he uni verse unity. No one knows why t hi s
occurred at this stage. At this stage classic

G eat t hought s fromand about our | eaders.

Denocr acy usedtobe agoodthi ng, but nowit has
gottenintot hew ong hands.
—Senat or Jesse Hel ns (R ND
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| ogi ¢ devel oped, i n Chinaand I ndi a as wel |l as
G eece, and ot her pl aces. In ChinaandIndia
aswvel | asinthewvest therevereal soschod sof skepti cswo
insistedarrivingat rationa truthisinpossibe Gadud ly
the goal becane t he support ed hypot heses of sci entific
thinki ngrat her thanthecl assi csearchfor truth. InVigstern
Burope, begi nni ngabout 1600, t hi nker swho st ol e agreat
deal of their naterial fronthe G eeks begant he ar duous
t ask of devel opi ng sci entificthinkingasthenodern
scientific-industrid agebegan

M chael believesthat all cul tures candevel op
scietificthrking Gltud rdaivistsareirritaeda the
clai mthat everygroupis capabl eof cl assiclogic, and
noder nsci ence. They bel i evet hat peopl e shoul dbe al | oned
toliveinaccordancewththei r onncul tural rul es,
regard essaof hoawel | or poorlythoseru esfit wththered
vorl d Thecoreof thescientifi cnet hoddevel opedover the
|ast 400yearsisthat clai ns nust betestedagai nst the
evi dence, andthat cl ai ns, evi denceandunder|yi ngtheori es
nust benadeavai | abl efor publiccriticism I f wevant the
reliabilityandproductivityof westernscience, thenthe
devel ogpnent s of thel ast twostages, cl assi candl at e nadern,
nust be enpl oyed.

--Reportedby M rg ni aJer gers.

> It’ s acommuni st pl ot |
e D gital vatchesvereinventedtol
‘ A nake Us daft, sotheki dsdon' t havetol
2% |earntoreadacl ock anynore. Sowe' re
soft inthe head andw || accept I
conmuni st rul e whent hey cone.
—bi o-astrol oger Esneral dal
von Lowenzahn- Dent del i on |

DOr. Fredrick Fasehun, MDonspirits:

But Ir. Fasehun sai dt hat he had seen peopl e
protectedw thcharns whowere struckwth
nachet es but suf f er ed no wounds. “You nay
havenobelief init but that doesnot rueout its
ex stence.”

“1" man ort hodox doct or, sol don’t
practiceit nysel f,” hesaidwthal augh. “But
yes, | haveseenit work. | was standingina
denonstrat i on, andthe pol i cewer e shooti ng at
thisyougg rl. Thebu I etsjust fe | tothegou,
andthegirl pi ckedthenupandw thher out st ret ched hand

WAl A Puzze for Thinkers

Saisticd aiar

Two sophonor e students are
chargedwthfind ngtheaverageentryfeeof the
si x public swmmngpool sinthecity. They
inquiretolearnthat for each$100thefal | ow ng
nunber of visitorswl beadmtted

Pool A
Pool B
Pool G
Pool D
Pool E
Poal F,

20 per sons
25 per sons
10 per sons
20 per sons
40 per sons
50 per sons

hence, 165personsw || beadmttedtoal | pod sfor
$ 600 whi ch aver ages out 600/ 165=$3.64. |Is
thel r reasoningcarrect, or d dtheyget theaverage
cost of adnnssi onper visitor?

—adapt ed f romAdit henat i sche Lerkspr e e(1997) p. 16

Sl uionfor | ast i ssuespuzzl e

Pocket noney for three students. If
R chard get s tw ce as nuch as Tom and Hel en
one-and- a-hal f as nuch as R chard, thenHel en
getsthreetines as nuchas Tom Thedi stri buti on
IsToms, plustwceTomsfor Rchard, andthree
tines Tomsfor Hlen. That neansthetotal is
dividedintosi xparts, i.e. $4.80for Tom twce
that for R chard($9.60) andthreetinesthat for
Hel en ($14. 40).

The Hyi ngH g of Fhil adel phi a?
Thetwowonenhadadoctor’ scertificatethat their
pet was aki ndof seei ngeyepig. Sothel adi esvere
a lovedtotakethepi gonaflight fronPhl add phiato
Seattl e. Thewonen cl ai nedt he pi gwei ghed onl y 13
pounds. A checkinit wei ghed 300 poundsinfact.
Theai rli neconsequent | y nadet henput thepi gi nfirst
cl ass. Thepi gsl ept throughnost of theflight, but on
landi ngit vent “hogw | d’ andtri edtosnashitsway

intothe cockpit. So nowthe Federal Aviation
Adnini strati oni sinvestigatingtheaffa r asapossi b esaf ety
vid ation (Fhil adel phi ali |y Neve)
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of feredt hemmbacktothepd i ce. | sawit wthny omneyes!”
—Kar| Mier, 777 s Huse has Fal / en(2000) pp. 228, 236
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax: 716-
636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newdletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale,

FL 33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM at James Tavern in Blue Ash and
publishes Cincinnati Skeptic each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of
information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Membership Questions. Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@cinci.rr.com

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
ONew Member ORenewing Member OContribution  OGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are able to, your additional
contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, it possible. Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues: $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.

CIRequest subjects for future meetings
CPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
- P
[ ]

o For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network

E ‘-'E Effort. You will find cheerful, rationa messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”

i -’, Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. Thisis our
means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sure to check out our skeptical website at  http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
things as how to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample
copies of the newsdletter to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
11




L

Association for Rational Thought Non-Profit Org.

\ PO. Box 12896 U.S. Postage Paid
A Y Cincinnati, OH 45212 Cincinnati, OH
v Permit 402

Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
bvalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
pnd pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investiga-
ions to the public. You are cordialy invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included

Bl sewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....

Fourth Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Sat. Dec. 9 2000
Topi c: The Nevark, Chi o, A¥ y S oes—unhol y frauds for a“hol y” pur pose?

Speaker: Bradl ey T. Lepper, PhD Archeol ogi st, Ghi oH storical Soci ety; @l untus, CH

D danci ent Hebrews travel through Ghi otencenturi es bef ore Gl unbus f ound hi sway t o

Aneri can shores? Thi s extraordi nary cl ai mpersi sts based onni neteenthcentury “finds” at
excavati ons of anci ent I ndi announds. Intheir historiccontext however, thesestones, curiously
engavedwthHlreM etters, tel ad fferent but nonethel essintrigui ngstory. Jo nusas B adshares
hi sinvestigati ond thesepurposeful scientificforgeries.
Fifth Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Dateand Day: Sat. Jan. 13, 2001
Topi ¢: O nosaur O scour se

Speaker: Davi d Meyer, PhD Depart nent of Geol ogy; Lhi versity of G nci nnat i

Your el enent ary school pal eont ol ogy nay nowanount t owoef ul | y i nadequat e hi st ory. Hear the
| atest d nonevws? Hbwdoyouinterpret that bi gol dasteroi dcl a n?Cavi d smissi oni stobringyou
” uptospeedinthevorl dof di nosaur di scoveri es.

Place: NEW LOCATION!! Bonham Branch Library; 500 Springfield Pike, Wyoming at NE corner of “the pike”
& Wyoming Ave. Parking islimited at library & for nearby businesses, so if at all possible, park on Wyoming Ave. (toward
Sturkey’s). Coffee & doughnuts can be had nearby.
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:15PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch at Sturkeys
Sturkey’s Restaurant; 400 Wyoming Ave.;to preview the menu, or get agood map: http://www.sturkeys.com
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!
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